Sir,?In your issue of the 1st instant, you have an article headed " A Young Assistant-Surgeon's Grievance," in which you state that an Assistant-Surgeon of the Indian Service does not draw the lis. 450 a month for charge of a Native Regiment until he has passed the 1st Standard in Hindustani, but only gets Its. 236-10-0, though he may actually be holding the charge. I will not enlarge on the absurdity of a system which considers a man lit to perforin a certain duty, ami yet wont pay him till he has passed an examination in the languages. Surely the labourer is worthy of his hire, and if lie is able to do the work, ought to be paid for it.
What I do consider unfair and unjust is, putting any medical officer in charge of native troops until he has passed in the language, or at all events shown that he is able to converse sufficiently with natives, to understand from a sick man's statement what symptoms he feels and what he wants to say.
Take my own case. I belong to the Eoyal Army, and ten days after I landed in India was placed in charge of native troops, though I need not tell you I was as ignorant of the language as the child unborn. I used to go down to the hospital daily, look wise, and listen to the Native Doctor, who knew as much of English as I did of Hindustani, and treated j the men to the best of my ability, getting an officer to interpret for me when any case of an urgent or dangerous nature took place. Well, I was so impressed with the absurdity of the thing, ' and having a desire to know the language, I set to work, and' November 1, 1866.] SHOUT NOTICES OF RECENT BOOKS.
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after six months' hard reading succeeded in passing, the 1st standard new rules, for which I got Rs. 180 . How little of that I put in my pocket, after paying two moonshees, you may easily guess.
What good did it do me ? None at all, I reply. On two occasions I held charge of a Native Regiment, some 800 strong, and I naturally thought I would get the difference between my Royal pay and that of an Assistant Surgeon (ranking as Captain) in the Indian Army. Nothing of the sort. I got the liberal, amount of 2 annas a head per man per month, about Rs. 120 or 130, though I was the only Medical Officer who could possibly have performed the work. I was relieved by an Assistant-Surgeon of the Indian Army ; he is about my own service, and for charge of the Regiment he draws Rs. 600 a month. Now compare his work with mine: he generally lias an average of five to ten in hospital witli nothing the matter with them, i.e., he has a few cases of sore-feet and an odd febris intermittens. He has really no documentary work to do, as I can testify, having been four months with the regiment. In one week I have more writing to do with my battery of 120 men than he has in three months with 800. Well, he draws Rs. 600 for his modicum. Now compare with me.
Assistant-Surgeon over six years' service, Rs. 433-10-2 ; horse allowance, Rs. 30 (out of which, at the present prices, not one pice is to be made); Station Staff and Departments and Garrison Prison, Rs. 30 ; Detachment of Irregular Cavalry, about 100 men, Rs. 12-8-0 ; and when I had his regiment in addition, Rs. 120 more, total Rs. 596-2-2 ; as I do not. count the horse allowance. So I actually, with fully five times more to do than he has, drew some Rs. 4 a month less, and I had passed in the languages. Now, I ask you, is that fair ? I now draw about Rs. 125 less than he does, and no one could possibly for a moment compare our relative labours. What will it come to by-and-bye ?* Yours faithfully, M. A. 14th October, 1866
